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Real security and property registers in the Aegean (3rd-2nd c.
BCE): Between Athenian Legacy and New Archival Practices

A) Paros : mortgage horos, SEG 54, 794.

Paros, Archaeological Museum (Inv. 1944). White marble slab roughly picked at the bottom, intact on both sides
except for the upper left and right corners, roughly cut on the back and lateral sides, found in 1998 at the place called
‘Aylog Tavtedenuwyv east of Paroikia. Neatly engraved, with points of interpunction () between headings and
between names and patronymics of witnesses and guarantors. Letters with strong apices, alpha with curved horizontal
bar, dating from the first half of the 2nd century (same letter-cutter as the law on public archives, Inv. 1080), or from
the last years of the 3rd century B.C. Dimensions: h. 1.33 m, w. 0.53 m, d. 0.26 m. Letter Height, L. 1: 0.02-0.03 m, 1.
2-16: 0.008-0.015 m.

Edd. T. KoYPArioz, X. AETOPATOY, Apy. AeAt. 54 (1999) [2006] B’ 2 Xpov., 790-781, fig. 18-19
(A. Chaniotis, SEG 54, 794 ; P. FROHLICH, BE 2010, 483 ; J. VELISSAROPOULOS-KARAKOSTAS,
Symposion 2011, p. 267-281) ; T. K. lanado6novAog, STEPANQI XTEPANOX 2019, p. 269-292, fig.
(P. FROHLICH, BE 2020, 329) ; J. FAGUER, BCH 144.1, 2020, p. 188-201, fig. 7-9 p. 189-191.

Cf M. DREHER, Symposion 2011, p. 283-291.

Date: late 3w c. or 15t half of 20d ¢. BCE
[Oplog xwpi[o?]
vacat 0,06 m

[...57...]¢: Kpwvayopou kai kowov ZoTnplact®dv
[V cuv]yayev AyvdBeog : émil Tonyopidov TokA : o[i]-
[ciav ka]i xwplov émpiavto év VEANTL T®L KATW, 01§ YelTwV

5 [..45..]m¢ NewkAeibov : amo ToD Opov ToD £l TET 08D TT-
[pOG T]®L AguK@L, 0V évyéypamtal 1) v, Ewg Tiig 680D
[€x O] AewG epovoNG L TNV olkiav Kal TOV TAPwV T-
[@v 7] btapydvTWV: pijkog 8¢ Ao Tol 0pov eVBEWS Ué-
[xp] TS éAaiag Tiig £l Tiig 060D Tii§ SevTépag Kal

10 [toT] 6pov Tol mapa Vv éAaiav : Tapda Aplotéou VW
[[T?]acwAgoug : mepumynta Spaxudv : HH : v tun|v]
[x]eL 0 amodouevog tdoav: pvnuoves mapijoav K-
[...]08wpog: Adpkov : AAetiis : EvETOU paptupeg
[Ap]ravag : Nikeov : ITataikog : ‘HyiAAov : vac.

15 [KaA]AlyvwTog : Nikéov : cUVTTWAN TG vac.
[.23.]tog KAevpvnotov. vacat

vacat

1 xwpi[ov] Kouragios and Detoratou, xwpi[o] lapis (cf. also Frohlich, BE 2020). The archaic spelling of this first line in monumental
letters could be explained by the imitation of similar headings of 4th century sanctuary markers, frequent in the area. || 2 [...... ]
Kpwaydpov Chaniotis. The end of the lower haste of a X or a E can be distinguished, followed by two points of interponction. || 3 [oUg
ouv]fyanev Chaniotis ; o | [Ug cuv]fjyayev Papadopoulos ; I do not read the o 1. 2, and one expects preferably an attraction in the
genitive, [®v cuv]iyayev (cf. IG XI,4 1227 1. 1-2). || 3-4 ToxAéo[v[s ... ... ]t Papadopoulos (with suggestion oixiav ka]i in apparatus) ;
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ToxA(¢ovug) : o[(]|[kiav ka]l my suggestion: for the abbreviation of the patronymic with interponction, cf. dotal register of Mykonos
(SyIl? 1215) : Ké&AAmmog: Av: (1. 11), Apewokpatng: Mu: (1. 14), Ktnowvidng: @ap: (l. 25), etc. The iota of kai is still visible. || 11 [ - -
Joudéovg Kouragios and Detoratou, [.. .Jacwhéovg Papadopoulos: traces of an oblique apex imply a triangular letter, suggesting
[Macudéovc. || 11 end : dpoyudv HHH : it Kouragios and Detoratou, HHH : v tyur|[v £€x]er Papadopoulos (cf. already J. Velissaropoulos-
Karakostas). The first H seen by the editors is doubtful and seems to correspond to the remains of an interponction.

Translation

Boundary marker of a plot of land.

[Agnotheo?|s sons of Krinagoras and the koinon of the Sitériastai under the leadership of Agnotheos have
purchased, in the year of Lsegoridas son of lokl(es), the [house] and the land situated in Lower Heles —both
neighbouring (the property of) [...Jtes son of Neokleides and extending from the boundary marker set up on the
road which runs along the Leukos, on which the deed of purchase (6ne) is inscribed, to the road which leads from
the city to the house and the tombs which are sitnated there, and, in length, from (this) milestone to the olive tree
which borders the second road and the milestone installed near the olive tree— from Aristeas son of [P?]asikles,
after inspection (or demarcation ?), for 200 (2 ) drachmas; the seller holds the full price; present as mnemones
(i.e. city magistrates in charge of public archives): K//... doros son of Dorkos, Alexes son of Enetos;
witnesses: Amphianax son of Nikéas, Pataikos son of Hegillos; Kallignotos son of Nikéas; gnarantor
(sympoletes) : |... [tios son of Kleummneéstos.

B) Tenos: property register recording sales of lands and houses (/G XII 5, 872).
Revised reading of contract nb. 18 :

IGXII 5, 872, 1. 41-43 : text revised, FAGUER, BCH 144.1, 2020 [2021], p. 164-1701.

Date : late 3 century BCE.
(...) Hpno[dvoc] -

42 (§ 18) ¢kémod[is.... ... Olpviciog map’ Aivikdg Zetéhovg Ofes ?]roidog [Ng
xOprog Terototpatidng] Alkuéwvog Eoyxotidme énpioto thy oikiov kol To
ywpio 1o &v EAoodvtt navio doo. énpioto Alvikdm

napd [@1homdrog] olg yelt[w]uw THviog Spayxudv dpyv[pliov meviakooiov:
nlpalt[fipes .. = *.. Jog Alpliotparidov, Iewsiotpatidng, AydBopyog
Arkpéovoc Eoyoatidrot.

In the month Eresion (§18) Philopolis son of so-and-so, of the tribe Thryesis, bought from Ainkd danghter of Soteles,
of the tribe Thestais, with Peisistratides son of Alkmeon, of the tribe of Eschatiotai, as kytios, the house and the
plots of land situated at Elaions which Ainikd had bought in full from Philopolis, with Penios as neighbour, for
500 drachmas of silver. Guarantors: [-]os sons of Aristratides, Peisistratides and Agatarchos son of Alkmeon, of
the tribe of Eschatiotai.

! Former editors read the beginning of line 42 as part of contract nb. 17 (Hiller, Game) : “Hpng | ®hondii[og
vac. ?] év ichot (?) kai Atvikde Zotélovg Z[n]otaidog [cuv]e[mavovsdv], with the dubious meaning : “with the
equal (??) consent of Here (??), daughter of Philopolis (vacat ?) and of Ainik6 daughter of Soteles, of the Sestais
tribe”.



C) Demosthenes describes a transaction of the “prasis epi Iyser” type :

Demosthenes 37, 5 (Against Pantaenetus) :

[Ipatnp pev 61 tob épyaotnpiov kal TOV avépamddwv 6 MvnokAiig Nuiv ylyvetat (kol
Yap €wvnt’ €kelvog auTd ToUTR Tapd TnAepdyov Tod mpdtepov KekTUEVOL)- HLoBoltal
8’ oUtog Tap’ U@V Tod Yryvouévou Tokou Td dpyvpiw, TEVTE Kal EkaTov Spayxudv oD
IMVOG £kdoTov. kal TIBépueda ouvOnKag, év aig 1) Te pioBwaoig Nv yeypappévn kal AVotg
TOUTW TP’ NUDV €V TVL PNTH XPOVW.

Mnesicles sells us the workshop and the slaves: he had bought them from Telemachos, the previous owner, on bebalf
of Panthenetus (toOTw). We then rent them to him (o0t 8' 0UTOG IO’ WUDV) for a sum equal to
the interest on the money, i.e. 105 drachmas per month; and we draw up a contract (GUVORKQW) in which are

recorded both the terms of the tenancy (| T€ WOBWOLS) and an option of redemption (NOO\S) for Pantaenetns
within a specified period.
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