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Real security and property registers in the Aegean (3rd–2nd c. 
BCE): Between Athenian Legacy and New Archival Practices 
 
 

A) Paros : mortgage horos, SEG 54, 794. 
 
Paros, Archaeological Museum (Inv. 1944). White marble slab roughly picked at the bottom, intact on both sides 
except for the upper left and right corners, roughly cut on the back and lateral sides, found in 1998 at the place called 

Ἅγιος Παντελεήμων east of Paroikia. Neatly engraved, with points of interpunction (:) between headings and 
between names and patronymics of witnesses and guarantors. Letters with strong apices, alpha with curved horizontal 
bar, dating from the first half of the 2nd century (same letter-cutter as the law on public archives, Inv. 1080), or from 
the last years of the 3rd century B.C. Dimensions: h. 1.33 m, w. 0.53 m, d. 0.26 m. Letter Height, l. 1: 0.02-0.03 m, l. 
2-16: 0.008-0.015 m. 

 
Edd. Γ. ΚΟΥΡΑΓΙΟΣ, Σ. ΔΕΤΟΡΑΤΟΥ, Ἀρχ. Δελτ. 54 (1999) [2006] Β’ 2 Χρον., 790-781, fig. 18-19 

(A. Chaniotis, SEG 54, 794 ; P. FRÖHLICH, BE 2010, 483 ; J. VELISSAROPOULOS-KARAKOSTAS, 

Symposion 2011, p. 267-281) ; Γ. Κ. Παπαδόπουλος, ΣΤΕΦΑΝΩΙ ΣΤΕΦΑΝΟΣ 2019, p. 269-292, fig. 
(P. FRÖHLICH, BE 2020, 329) ; J. FAGUER, BCH 144.1, 2020, p. 188-201, fig. 7-9 p. 189-191.  

 
Cf. M. DREHER, Symposion 2011, p. 283-291. 
 
Date :  late 3rd c. or 1st half of 2nd c. BCE 
 

 [ Ὅ ρ ] ο ς   χ ω ρ ί [ ο̄ ?]. 
 

vacat 0,06 m 
 

 [ . . . 6-7. . .]ς̣ : Κριναγόρου καὶ κοινὸν Σωτηριαστῶν 
 [ὧν συν]ήγαγεν Ἁγνόθεος : ἐπὶ Ἰσηγορίδου Ἰοκλ : ο̣[ἰ]-   
 [κίαν κα]ι ̣ χωρίον ἐπρίαντο ἐν Ἕλητι τῶι κάτω, οἷς γείτων 
5 [ . . 4-5 . . ]της Νεωκλείδου : ἀπὸ τοῦ ὅρου τοῦ ἐπὶ τεῖ ὁδῶι π- 
  [ρὸς τ]ῶι Λευκῶι, οὗ ἐνγέγραπται ἡ ὠνή, ἕως τῆς ὁδοῦ 

  [ἐκ πό]λεως φερούσης ἐπὶ τὴν οἰκίαν καὶ τῶν τάφων τ- 

  [ῶν ?] ὑπαρχόντων· μῆκος δὲ ἀπὸ τοῦ ὅρου εὐθέως μέ- 

  [χρι] τῆς ἐλαίας τῆς ἐπὶ τῆς ὁδοῦ τῆς δευτέρας καὶ 

10 [τοῦ] ὅρου τοῦ παρὰ τὴν ἐλαίαν : παρὰ Ἀριστέου vv 
  [Π?]α̣σικλέους : περιήγητα δραχμῶν : ΗΗ : τὴν τιμὴ[ν] 
 [ἔχ]ει ὁ ἀποδόμενος πᾶσαν· μνήμονες παρῆσαν Κλ- 
 [ . . . ]όδωρος : Δόρκου : Ἀλεξῆς : Εὐέτου· μάρτυρες 
 [Ἀμ]φιάναξ : Νικέου : Πάταικος : Ἡγίλλου : vac. 
15 [Καλ]λίγνωτος : Νικέου : συνπωλητὴς vac. 
  [ . 2-3 . ]τιος Κλευμνήστου. vacat 
    vacat 
 
1 χωρί[ου]  Kouragios and Detoratou, χωρί[ο] lapis (cf. also Fröhlich, BE 2020). The archaic spelling of this first line in monumental 
letters could be explained by the imitation of similar headings of 4th century sanctuary markers, frequent in the area. || 2 [ . . . . . .] 
Κριναγόρου Chaniotis. The end of the lower haste of a Σ or a Ξ can be distinguished, followed by two points of interponction. || 3 [οὓς 
συν]ήγαηεν Chaniotis ; ο | [ὓς συν]ήγαγεν Papadopoulos ; I do not read the ο l. 2, and one expects preferably an attraction in the 
genitive, [ὧν συν]ήγαγεν (cf. IG XI,4 1227 l. 1-2). || 3-4 Ἰοκλέο[υ|ς . . . . . ]ὶ Papadopoulos (with suggestion οἰκίαν κα]ι  ̣ in apparatus) ; 
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Ἰοκλ(έους) : ο̣[ἰ]|[κίαν κα]ι ̣ my suggestion: for the abbreviation of the patronymic with interponction, cf. dotal register of Mykonos 
(Syll³ 1215) : Κάλλιππος: Ἀν: (l. 11), Ἀμεινοκρατης: Μυ: (l. 14), Κτησωνίδης: Θαρ: (l. 25), etc. The iota of καί is still visible. || 11 [ - - 

]σικλέους Kouragios and Detoratou, [. . .]α̣σικλέους Papadopoulos: traces of an oblique apex imply a triangular letter, suggesting 

[Π]α̣σικλέους. || 11 end : δραχμῶν ΗΗΗ : τῆι Kouragios and Detoratou, ΗΗΗ : τὴν τιμὴ|[ν ἔχ]ει Papadopoulos (cf. already J. Velissaropoulos-

Karakostas). The first H seen by the editors is doubtful and seems to correspond to the remains of an interponction. 

 

Translation 
 
Boundary marker of a plot of land. 
[Agnotheo?]s sons of Krinagoras and the koinon of the Sôtèriastai under the leadership of Agnotheos have 
purchased, in the year of Isegoridas son of Iokl(es), the [house] and the land situated in Lower Heles —both 
neighbouring (the property of) [...]tès son of Neôkleides and extending from the boundary marker set up on the 
road which runs along the Leukos, on which the deed of purchase (ône) is inscribed, to the road which leads from 
the city to the house and the tombs which are situated there, and, in length, from (this) milestone to the olive tree 
which borders the second road and the milestone installed near the olive tree— from Aristeas son of [P?]asikles, 
after inspection (or demarcation ?), for 200 (? ) drachmas; the seller holds the full price; present as mnemones 
(i.e. city magistrates in charge of public archives): Kl[...]dôros son of Dorkos, Alexès son of Euetos; 
witnesses: Amphianax son of Nikéas, Pataikos son of Hègillos; Kallignôtos son of Nikéas; guarantor 
(sympoletes) : [...]tios son of Kleumnèstos. 
 
 

B) Tenos: property register recording sales of lands and houses (IG XII 5, 872). 
Revised reading of contract nb. 18 : 

 
IG XII 5, 872, l. 41-43 : text revised, FAGUER, BCH 144.1, 2020 [2021], p. 164-1701. 
 
    Date : late 3rd century BCE. 

 
 
In the month Eresion (§18) Philopolis son of so-and-so, of the tribe Thryesis, bought from Ainkô daughter of Sôteles, 
of the tribe Thestais, with Peisistratides son of Alkmeon, of the tribe of Eschatiôtai, as kyrios, the house and the 
plots of land situated at Elaious which Ainikô had bought in full from Philopolis, with Penios as neighbour, for 
500 drachmas of silver. Guarantors: [-]os sons of Aristratides, Peisistratides and Agatarchos son of Alkmeon, of 
the tribe of Eschatiôtai. 
  

 
1 Former editors read the beginning of line  42 as part of contract nb. 17 (Hiller, Game) : Ἥρης | Φιλοπόλι[ος 

vac. ?] ἐν ἰσώσι (?) καὶ Αἰνικῶς Σωτέλους Σ[η]σταΐδος̣ [συν]ε̣[παινουσῶν], with the dubious meaning : “with the 

equal (??) consent of Here (??), daughter of Philopolis (vacat ?) and of Ainikô daughter of Sôteles, of the Sestaïs 

tribe”. 
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C) Demosthenes describes a transaction of the “prasis epi lysei” type :  

 
Demosthenes 37, 5 (Against Pantaenetus) : 
 

Πρατὴρ μὲν δὴ τοῦ ἐργαστηρίου καὶ τῶν ἀνδραπόδων ὁ Μνησικλῆς ἡμῖν γίγνεται (καὶ 
γὰρ ἐώνητ’ ἐκεῖνος αὐτὰ τούτῳ παρὰ Τηλεμάχου τοῦ πρότερον κεκτημένου)· μισθοῦται 
δ’ οὗτος παρ’ ἡμῶν τοῦ γιγνομένου τόκου τῷ ἀργυρίῳ, πέντε καὶ ἑκατὸν δραχμῶν τοῦ 
μηνὸς ἑκάστου. καὶ τιθέμεθα συνθήκας, ἐν αἷς ἥ τε μίσθωσις ἦν γεγραμμένη καὶ λύσις 
τούτῳ παρ’ ἡμῶν ἔν τινι ῥητῷ χρόνῳ. 
 
Mnesicles sells us the workshop and the slaves: he had bought them from Telemachos, the previous owner, on behalf 

of Panthenetus (τούτῳ). We then rent them to him (μισθοῦται δ' οὗτος παρ' ἡμῶν) for a sum equal to 

the interest on the money, i.e. 105 drachmas per month; and we draw up a contract (συνθῆκαι) in which are 

recorded both the terms of the tenancy (ἥ τε μίσθωσις) and an option of redemption (λύσις) for Pantaenetus 
within a specified period. 
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